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Chapter I
INTRODUCTION
In the United States there seems to be a range of beliefs and attitudes toward human sexual behavior from traditional to modern points of
Traditional points of view include beliefs such as sex is "dirty ,"

view.

embarrassing, "not nice," etc.

O~ilson,

1961).

The traditional point

of view is stated by Conn (1939) in the fo 11 owing terms:

"During the

former period the sexual attitudes and sexual awareness of children were
referred to in terms of degeneracy or perversion or were presented
1

1

1

1

as examples of precocious development of a hypothetic sex instinct"
( p. 738).

At the beginning of the century Freud proposed a theory of child
sexuality.

He believed that children pass through stages of sexual

development in which specific expressions of sexuality occur (Gagnon,
1965).

Freud (1974) explained that

The new born infant brings sexuality with it into the world; certain
sexual sensations attend its development while at the breast and
during early childhood, and only very few children would seem to
escape some kind of sexual activity and sexual experience before
puberty ( p. 19) .
Freud 1 s theory creates a controversy which attracts attention to the
study of child sexuality.

Gagnon (1977) states that it has been pri-

marily in this century that investigations in human sexuality have been
conducted; however, these investigations are still being largely cri ticized by the public .

2

The importance of sexual development is emphasized in the literature; yet, there are no studies exploring teachers' knowledge and attitudes towards young children's sexual behavior.

According to Wilson

(1961), "Modern attitudes toward sex are far from unanimous" (p. 186).
He explains that the wide range existent in attitudes tm•1ards sexuality
is a characteristic of modern thought defined as "multinamity."

~1odern

attitudes are considered heterogeneous, since some people hold restrictive
attitudes towards sexuality, and others are more permissive.
The literature suggests that there is a tendency for parents to
disapprove of any type of sexual play (Conn, 1939; Gagnon, 1965; Godow,
1982; Masters, Johnson & Kolodney, 1978).

This raises the question of

what is the range of knowledge and attitudes found among teachers who, in
addition to parents, influence childhood attitudes and behaviors . A
study of such an important area of human development would provide information on the range of existent knowledge and attitudes.

This study

would contribute to our knowledge of how child sexuality is handled in
this sample of teachers, as well as contribute to a broader understanding
of how adults perceive and respond to childrens' sexuality.
The review of the literature for this study first considers theories
on child sexuality.

Studies that have investigated attitudes towards

sexuality in general and attitudes towards childhood sexuality are then
reviewed.

Finally, a discussion of how children's sexual behavior may

be influenced by adult attitudes is approached.
Purpose of the Study
This research proposes to identify the range of knowledge and attitudes among kindergarten t eachers toward childrens' sexual behaviors.

3

The following behaviors are addressed:
1.

Masturbation

2.

Heterosexual play

3.

Homosexual play

4.

Questions related to sexuality.

Specifically, the study is developed through the examination of the following eight sub-problems:

(1) The first sub-problem is to determine

the frequency with which teachers observe these specified behaviors;
(2) the second sub-problem is to determine if teachers consider these
specified behaviors to be normal expressions of child development, nonnormal expressions of child developments, or if they don t know how to
1

consider them; (3) the third sub-problem is to determine if teachers
consider these specified behaviors to be sexual, non-sexual, or if they
don t know how to consider then1; (4) the fourth sub-problem is to deter1

mine whether teachers respond to these specified behaviors by suppressing
them, ignoring them, or discussing them with the class; (5) the fifth
sub-problem is to determine if years of experience in teaching at a
kindergarten level is related to the frequency with which teachers
observe these specified behaviors; (6) the sixth sub-problem is to determine if years of experience in teaching at a kindergarten level is related
to whether teachers consider these specified behaviors as sexual, nonsexual, or to their not knowing how to consider them; and finally, (8) the
eighth sub-problem is to determine if years of experience in teaching at
a kindergarten level is related to whether teachers 1 response to these
specified behaviors is suppressing them, ignoring them, or discussing
them with the class.

4

The present study is limited to kindergarten teachers
as to four districts within the San Joaquin Valley area:

only~

as well

Lodi Unified

School District, Stockton Unified School District; Lincoln Unified School
District; and the
limited in

t~anteca

Unified Schoo 1 District.

representativeness~

The study is a1so

since participation was voluntary.

Results

will not include generalizations; only the data is described.
This study is also based on the following two assumptions:

(1) the

first assumption is that all children exhibit behaviors that are expressions of their sexual development; and (2) the second assumption is that
teachers' questionnaire answers express their true and valid knowledge
and attitudes towards childrens' sexual behaviors.
For the purpose of this study the definitions of terms are considered as follows:
1. Attitudes.

"Relatively enduring systems of positive or nega-

tive evaluations, emotional feelings and, pro or con action tendencies
with respect to social objectives or events" (Grosz,
2.

Child Sexuality.

1975~

p. 8).

"By childhood sexuality is meant the state or

condition of the child with respect to the impulse that has as its aim any
one or a combination of the following:

tumescence-detumescence~

stimulation and, tension-relaxation in specific erogenous

zones~

erotic
or more

more totally" (Reevy, 1961, p. 258).
3.

Child Sexual Behavior.

For the purpose of this study, sexual

behavior among children at a kindergarten level will be the following:
(a) Masturbation or manual manipulation of the genitals.

(b) Heterosexual

play or games that involve children of the opposite sex where they touch
and explore each others bodies.

(c) Homosexual play or children the same

5

sex touching and exploring each others bodies.
the children regarding sexual matters.

(d) Questions raised by

Chapter II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
Chi 1d Sexuality
As already stated, it is Freud who initiated studies in child sexuality.

Reevy (1961) explains that Freud divides the period of pre9enital

childhood into three psychosexual stages, which are:
phallic.

oral, anal, and

Reevy continues to explain that for Freud child sexuality is

tied with the goal of seeking pleasurable satisfaction.
After Freud, other researchers have approached the area of child
sexuality.

A review of the literature on this topic indicates that there

are mainly two approaches to child sexuality.

One of the approaches is

represented by Harlow, Gagnon, Rathus, and Gray.

Their conception of

sexuality is based on a broad understanding of human interpersonal relationships.

For example, John H. Gagnon (1965) expresses his belief that

parent-child interaction shapes the character and structure of sexual
behavior.

Harlow (1959) investigated the importance of feeding and

offering comfort in the parent-child relationship.

Rathus (1983) sum-

marizes Harlow's study as follows:
Harlow found that monkeys raised with terrycloth mothers cowered
in the presence of other monkeys and would not interact with them.
Males showed little interest in approaching sexually receptive
females at maturity. Deprived females even in estrus, seemed
equally uninterested in attention from adult males. (p. 225)
Rathus concludes that:

11

The earliest phase of sexual development that

foreshadows adolescent and adult pair-bonding is found in body closeness and skin contact between infant and parent 11 (p. 223) .
6

7
A cross-cultural study by Patrick Gray (1980) also relates to
parent-child relationships.

Gray finds a correlation between children

that sleep with their mother and adult sexual foreplay.

Renshaw (1975)

observes the same development characteristics for sexuality as for
speech, motility and learning .

He also explains that the younger the

child, the less differentiated the form of sexual expression starting
from the comfort and pleasure the child feels when being cuddled to the
mature genital sexual sensations of adult sexuality.

As was previously

stated then, these approaches focus on a broad sexuality which develops
through stimulation of the child

1

first personal interactions.

S

Other

theorists and researchers such as Kinsey; Meeks and Heit; Masters, Johnson and Kolodney; Godow; and Rathus, are more specific in their investigations of sexuality.

They focus on bodily responses to sexual arousal.

For example, Kinsey (1949, 1953) reports pre-adolescent male sex play
occurring between ages 8 and 13.

In the female sample 1% reports that

they made specifically sexual responses to physical stimuli when they
were three.

The Institute for Sex Research reports that 70% of the males

in the sample experience sexual play before puberty (Gagnon, 1965).
Several authors (Godow, 1982; Masters, Johnson & Kolodney, 1978;
Meeks &Heit, 1983; Rathus, 1983) specify that common specific sexual
behavior observed in 2 to 8 year old children (which includes kindergarten children), may be classified as:

(1) Masturbation, (2) Homosexual

Play, (3) Heterosexual Play, and (4) Questions raised by children regarding sexuality.

These authors observe that, among young children, homosexual

play is even more frequent than heterosexual play, and that the probable
reason for this is that children play more often with friends of the same
gender (Godow, 1982; Rathus, 1983).

According to Godow, homosexual play
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in childhood does not lead to homosexual relations in the adult.

This

period, 2 to 7 year$, is also characterized by such games as playing "doctor," in which children examine each others bodies, as we 11 as "Mama
and Papa," which often involves affectionate hugging and kissing.

This

type of sexual play is referred to as sociosexual play and, as just
stated, involves homosexual and heterosexual play (Godow, 1932).
From this literature, we can conclude then, that sexua l behavior
in the child encompasses a wide range that goes from stimulation of
pleasurable sensations that arise from adult-child contact to spec i fic
erotic genital stimulation and reaction.

What is common to all the

authors is the importance of appropriate sexual development.
is an important part of the child's whole development

Sexuality

(Fr~ud, 1974;

Gagnon, 1965; 1-.Jeeks & Heit, 1982; Reevy, 1961 ; Roberts, 1980), and
as Bakwin (1973) states, "there are ample data to show that erotic
feelings appear early in life" (p. 52).
Attitudes Toward Sexuality
Compared with our knowledge of child sexuality, we know little
about adults' attitudes towards child sexua lity . A review of the literature indicates an absence of research on teachers' attitudes toward
children's sexuality.

For this reason, the information which follows

has been col lected from resources based on theoretical analysis and
research regarding child sexual behavior.
According to Hilson (1961), modern attitudes towards sexuality
are not unanimous and are based on a tendency to reject Judeo Christian
principles regarding sex.

Judeo Christian principles regarding sex

are based on a tendency to reject all sexual activity wh i ch is not
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directly related to conception.

For example, we find in Bennel 's study

(1969) that teachers still hold misconceptions
Bennel finds that teachers in

~eneral

regardin~

se xual matters.

are more prone to have misconcep-

tions in the sociopsychological area of sexuality than in the biological
area.

This study also indicates that elementary teachers have a greater

need than secondary ones for more school health education instruction to
remove misconceptions about sex.

Kirkendall and Deryck (1965) criticize

the sex education obtained from .. appropriate sources .. such as homes,
schools, and churches .

They say that the sex information i s limited,

comes too late, and is more concerned with reproduction than with the
personal and emotional aspect that sexuality involves.
teaching about sex has the same overtone as

teachin~

They express that

about disease.

They

state that, .. We are preoccupied with the dangers of both, with ways of
immunizing against them and with other avoidance techniques, and with
detailed discussions of the threats they post 11 (p. 293).

These authors

also express that adults are poorly informed and fearful of sex, and
that they lack an understanding about the nature of sexuality as a creative force.

This, say the authors, .. makes most of them highly inefficient

and ineffectual as sex educators .. (p. 295).
Deryck state that,

11

Furthermore, Kirkendall and

Until these difficulties can be overcome it is foolish

to expect adults, whether parents, teachers, religious or medical workers,
to do anything effective as sex educators for children or youth .. (p. 295).
Coughlin (1976) conducted a study with religious and lay graduate
students where he compared knowledge of sex and attitudes towards sexua 1ity among Thea 1ogy majors ( N = 60), Sacred Science majors ( N = 60), and
Education majors (N

= 73).

The education majors were expected to be

significantly more accepting than the other two groups with respect to

10
four dependent variable measures of attitudes towards sexuality.

Among

these three groups, the level of sex knowledge came out to be low and
all participants held restrictive attitudes towards sex.
At present attitudes towarcs child sexuality are poorly investigated.
The traditional attitude of "sexual innocence" prevails and it prevents
investigations of childhood sexuality except under pressure of pathology
crises.

Western culture emphasizes a sense of shame and denial toward

children's sexuality, thus, any of its express ions are rapidly suppressed
and inhibited in accordance with cultural mores of socialization (Renshaw,
1975) .
With respect to "innocence," two different points of view are still
operational in the United States culture .

One is the belief that children

are "innocent" from all sexual impulse, thus parents or adults in general
should constantly control and repress any sexual activity.

The other is

that children's environment must be controlled since sexual manifestations in the young child are the product of the influence of a "corruptible humanity and evil society" (Godow, 1982, p. 268).
Similarly today's society does not give children the opportunity to
understand their bodies.

Children have been taught that to explore their

bodies and ask questions about sexual matters i s inappropriate (Roberts,
1980).

The following incident is an example of this situation.

Michael {age 3) i s watching Katherine {age 3) undress for swimming.
As she begins to pull up her bathing suit, he stoops down to stare
at her genital area. Student teacher Mary approaches the children
with a frown in her face. Taking ~ichael by the hand, she states,
"That' s not nice . Go over and play with the boys." (Koblinsky,
Atkinson, & Davi s, 1980, p. 21)
Koblinsky et al. (1980) explain that thi s incident is an example of the
di scomfort many teachers experience when confronted with behaviors that
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relate to sexual matters.

Furthermore, they say that

"t~ost

adults have

l ittle background knowledge for dealing with chi ldren' s sexua l fee lings
and behaviors" (p. 21).

As a consequence then, sex education in the

school s is generally omitted or limited to discussing pl ant reproduction.
The authors also expl ain that although parents are the pri mary source of
sex education, teachers can also be facilitators of the child's sexua l
learning .

Finally, they conclude that:

Sex education is an important but often unrecogni zed component of
early childhood programs. All children express cur iosity about
sexuality and they deserve honest and thoughtful responses . The
early childhood educator with a background in sex education may
play a vital role in helping ch ildren experience t he joy and
responsibility of their sexuality. (p . 30)
Another interesting view i s presented by Fogel (1979) .

He writes

that current attitudes toward children ' s sexuality are similar to those
attitudes towards adu lts' sexuality; the focus is on purely gen i ta l and
orgasmic pleasure.

Fogel suggests that there is a mutual attraction

between adults and children in a broader and more sensual way, and that it
fulfills each desires for warmth, physical contact and sense of belonging.
He says that adults fear touching the child's body , even the non- sexua l
parts, because they are afraid of sexuall y stimul ating the ch il d, and
al so that ad ults' attitudes towards children' s sexua li ty are affected
by their own sexuality.

Fogel says that "If we feel threate ned by a

child's sexuali ty, it i s probabl y because we are threatened by our own
•
f ee 11ngs
of arousa 1. . .

II

(p. 11 ) .

Gagnon (1977) believes that adults treat children as if they were
asexua l.

He explains that this restrictive attitude has influenced

research in the area of human sexuality; that it has onl y been recently
that sex research has become possible, and that even so , research in
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this area is still largely criticized by the public.

Other sources

(Masters, Johnson & Kolodney, 1978, p. 182) suggest that attempts made
to investigate children's sexuality have been thwarted by community
outrage, and investigators have been accused of "putting nasty ideas in
children's minds," and of "undermining the moral fabric of our society."
In addition to difficulty in conducting studies of childhood
sexuality, there are difficulties in finding appropriate research instruments to measure sexual attitudes.
state

that~

For example, Fretz and Johnson (1971)

"A survey of the literature reveals that there are few

published scales currently being used in the evaluation of knowledge and
attitudes of human sexuality" (p. 156).

They further explain that, "The

lack of available measuring instruments is of course no small handicap
in attempting to do research in this area" (p. 156).
Fretz (1975) says that , "For sexual behavior, probably more than
any other area of human concern, there is a high level of agreement among
educators, counselors, and therapists concerning the s ignificance of
attitudes in understanding and changing behavior" (p. 100) .

He explains

that despite the importance of assessing attitudes towards sexual behavior, prejudice and alienation have laid an obstacle to these studies
that leads most investigators to gather their data through spec iall y
designed s urveys.
Finally, it is pos s ible to conclude that restri ctive attitudes predominate in dealing with child sexuality, and that cons idering the
important role that human sexuality plays in the development of positive
personal relationships, research in the area of human sexua lity plays
a fundamental role in the activation of the process of soc ial change
(Gagnon (1977).
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How Adults 1 Attitudes Influence
Childrens Behavior
1

The last factor we will consider is the relation between children
sexuality and adults

1

attitudes.

1

S

Conn (1939) writes that children obtain

messages of appropriate behavior through the socialization process in
general.

He explains that considering the influence of adults

on children

1

S

1

responses

attitude and value system formation, negative attitudes or

misconceptions about children 1 s sexuality in general may lead parents
and teachers to suppress or discourage any of its expressions and thereby
cause retardation of the child s sexual orientation and growth.
1

Gagnon

(1965) states that parent-child relationships are the primary force that
shape character and structure of the child

1

S

sexual behavior.

This

aspect is emphasized in the following statement:
It is vitally important for parents to be in touch with their
attitudes, for these are subtly communicated from the earliest
moments of a baby 1 s life, and form the basis from which parents
operate wittingly or unwittingly. (Heagarty, Glass & King, 1974,
p. 1480)
There is some evidence that shows that many parents feel insecure and
confront difficulties in explaining sexual matters to their children, and
therefore feel inadequately prepared to provide sex education to their
children.

As a consequence of this, they ask for guidance and support

from the school system as a basic source for sex education (Bucher, 1975).
Chaltas (1978) explains that the child is in a continuous search
for identity as a female or male person.

He says that 11 Whether we like

it or not, whether we plan it or not, sex education is an inextricable
part of life in every elementary schoo l 11 (page 51).

He explains that

both parents and teachers lack an understanding of human sexual development, and that first parents, and then teachers and s iblings have a

14

powerful influence on the child

1

sexual development.

S

Chaltas believes

that the development of human sexuality is of vital importance.

He says

that 11 the development of human sexuality is central and crucial to
intellectual development and to the humanistic life

11

(p. 55).

With regard to the preschool child, Broderick (1969) states that
11

the extent of preschool children s knowledge about sex undoubtedly
1

varies enormously, depending upon the attitudes and circumstances of
the adults in charge of the child during these years 11 (p. 23).
that the child

1

S

He writes

basic concept of him or herself as a sexual being is

greatly influenced by the many times unintentional but powerful teaching
in the preschool years.
Finally then,

~·Joody

(1973) recommends seven basic sex oriented atti-

tudes that favorably influence a general healthy development.

These

attitudes are the following:
(1) Attitude I: Sexual organs and their functions are not
inherently dirty, unsightly, or sinful.
(2) Attitude II: Masturbation is a normal expression of sexual
need in a variety of ages and circumstances for both males and
females.
(3) Attitude III: There should be a consciousness about ensuring
that the child S core gender identity be set to conform with his
or her given sex at birth, as shown by anatomy and chromosomes.
1

(4) Attitude IV : Sex education is an ongoing process between
parents and child, but before the onset of puberty the child should
have accurate and complete information about sexual organs, reproduction, various sexual acts, birth control, venereal disease,
and the psychological factors involved in sexual behaviors.
(5) Attitude V: The advantages and disadvantages of premarital
sexual behavior must be evaluated in the context of individual
differences and one S unique mores, values, and environment.
1

(6) Attitude VI: Adolescents and teens should have access to
birth control information and methods.

15

(7} Attitude VII: Openness and clear communication abo ut sexual
matters are of great value in creating and maintaining meaningful
re lationships, and in learning how people can re l ate to each other
as responsible and responsive human beings. (p. 244)
Woody indi cates that most profess i ona l s are aware of the fac t that
attitudes toward sexua lity begin in very early childhood, and th at f or
this reason this period deserves much attention.
To s ummarize then the basic points of the literatu re , we have that
the sexua l behaviors exhibited by sma ll children are defined, as well
as the importance of an appropriate sexual development that contributes
to the child's development in general.

Modern attitudes towards sexual ity

are defined as "multinanimous " and attitudes towards ch i l drens' sexuali ty
are basically considered to be restrictive.

Lastl y , how adults influence

chi ldren' s behavior and attitude and value formation is di scussed setti ng
then, the importance of investi gating teachers' attitudes towards their
young students' sexual behavior .

Chapter III
METHODS AND PROCEDURES
Subjects
The subjects for this study were kindergarten teachers within the
following unified districts in San Joaquin County, California:
Lodi, Manteca, and Lincoln.

Stockton,

Stockton is defined by Elazar (1972) as an

individualistic-moralistic community.

It is a rural area with essen-

tailly rural culture and values and is based on agri-business as a basic
production activity.

A total of 30 teachers contributed to the data.

These teachers had between less than one and 23 years of experience in
teaching at a kindergarten level.

All teachers were females and belong

to a middle socioeconomic level.
Instrument
Since review of past research indicated absence of studies on attitudes towards children

1

S

sexual behaviors, and also, as the literature

indicated, investigators in the area of sex attitudes found themselves
in need of developing their own instrument, this study

~1as

based on data

collected by a specially designed survey in the form of a questionnaire.
The questionnaire was designed to find out the range of frequency
with which these specific teachers observe 7 sexual behaviors in their
classes, their knowledge about childhood sexual behavior, and the ways
these teachers respond to these specified behaviors.
forms of questionnaires were designed.

16

Two different

The questionnaire that was used
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for this study was chosen by 9 out of 10 individuals as the best designed.
Two professors , knowledgeable in the area of child sexuality , were asked
to determine the content validity of the questionnaire.
The questionnaire was designed as short and concise as possible as
a means of not demanding too much of the teachers' time, and as a way
of increasing teachers' willingness to answer .
was developed encouraging teachers to answer .

An introductory letter
Following this, in the

questionnaire itself, information about how long the teacher has been
teaching at the kindergarten level was asked.
was divided into four sections.

Then the questionnaire

Section I was designed to find out the

frequency with which teachers observe these specified sexual behaviors.
Section II was designed to find out if teachers considered these sexual
behaviors as normal expressions of child development, non-normal expressions of child development, or if they didn't know how to consider them .
Section III was designed to find out if teachers considered these sepcified behaviors as sexual, non-se xual, or if they didn't know how to
consider them.

Section IV was designed to find out the different ways

teachers respond to these specified sexual behaviors which were either
to suppress them, ignore them, or di scuss them with the class .
Procedure
This study followed a descriptive survey method.

It was designed

to explore kindergarten teachers' knowledge and attitudes towards
children's sexual behaviors, as well as how these teachers would respond
to these specified behaviors .
The sample was oo·tained in the following manner.

Initially, ca 11 s

were made to the schools within the Lodi, Lincoln, and Stockton districts

18

that had kindergarten teachers.

The principals were then asked for

permission to go to their schools and hand out questionnaires to kindergarten teachers.

In one school district principals asked that permission

be obtained from the district office.

Permission was denied and, there-

fore, no other principals in this school district were contacted.

A

total of 14 principals originally granted their permission; however,
seven of these withdrew permission after reviewing the questionnai re .
As a result, from the original 42 questionnaires that were handed out,
only 14 were returned.

Since this sample was too small, personal con-

tacts were made with kindergarten teachers with the help of several
professors at the School of Education at the University of the Pacific.
Through this procedure some questionnaires were then handed out to the
Manteca area district as well as to some kindergarten teachers who taught
in the two school districts whose principals had previously denied their
cooperation.

For this reason it is important to note that subject par-

ticipation was entirely voluntary, and that only through these personal
contacts was it possible to gather a sample of 30 subjects.
It is also important to state that most of the school principals
as well as some of the kindergarten teachers that did not cooperate with
the study reacted strongly against the questionnaire after reading it.
This reaction was basically founded upon the opinion that the behaviors
specified in the questionnaire were not appropriate in school, and that
for this reason they were not willing to acknowledge this kind of investigation since it would be a threat to school discipline.
Of the 63 questionnaires that were handed out, 30 were returned
completed, leaving a return rate of 47.62%. The ana lysis of the data
was obtained by constructing frequency and proportion distributions for
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the questionnaire items 1 to 4 to determine the following:

(a) the

frequency of occurrence of the specified behaviors; (b) classification of
the specified behaviors as normal, non-normal, or donlt know; (c) classi1

fication of the specified behaviors as sexual, non-se xual, or don t know;
and (d) frequency of teachers

1

responses to the specified behaviors

which may be either suppressing them, ignoring them, or discussing them
with the children.
For sub-problem 1, questionnaire section No. 1 was ta ll ied; for
sub-problem 2, questionnaire section No. 2 was tallied; for sub-prob lem 3,
questionnaire section No. 3 was tallied; and for sub-problem 4, questionnaire section No. 4 was tallied.

Percentages represented by the answers

were then computed for each of the behaviors in the sub-problems.
A contingency table was constructed to determine if there were any
relationships as specified in sub-problems 5 to 8.

For sub- problem 5,

years of teaching at a kindergarten level were set as columns and frequency with which teachers observed these behaviors comprised the rows.
For sub-problem 6, years of teaching at a kindergarten level were set
as columns and classification of the specified behaviors as no rma l, nonnormal, or don 1 t know comprised the rows.

For sub-problem 7, years of

teaching at a kindergarten leve l were set as columns and class ification
of behaviors as sexual, non-sexual, or don t know comprised the rows.
1

For sub-problem 8, years of teaching at a kindergarten level were set
as columns and frequency of teachers

1

responses to t hese specified

behaviors of either suppressing them, ignoring them, or discussing them
with the children comprised the rows.

Analysis of the data through chi-

square test of association procedures were used to determine whether any
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relationships were suggested between teachers• level of experience and
questionnaire responses.

Tables, charts and figures were used to com-

municate the nature of the findings.

Chapter IV
RESULTS
The research design of the study followed a descriptive survey
method, and was designed to explore a specific sample of teachers' knowledge and attitudes towards their kindergarten students' sexual behavior.
The study was based on data collected by a survey which included 4 sections.

Each section specified 7 different behaviors.

were the same for the 4 sections.

These 7 behaviors

The first section referred to fre-

quency with which these behaviors were observed by the kindergarten
teachers which could be either "Never," "Sometimes, " or "Usually. " The
second section referred to how these behaviors were considered by the
kindergarten teachers which could be "Normal," "Non-normal ,I! or "Don't
Know."

The third section referred to how these behaviors were considered

by the kindergarten teachers which could be either "Sexua l," Non-sexual,"
or "Don't Know." The fourth and last section referred to the way in
which the kindergarten teachers would deal with these seven behaviors
which could be either "Suppressing" them, "Ignoring" them, or "Discussing "
them with the class.
Contacts were made with school principals and with individual kinde rgarten teachers .

Through these contacts a total of 63 questionnaires

were handed out and 30 of these were returned completed.
a return rate of 47.62%.
sidered.

This represents

Finally, each of the 8 sub-problems were con-

These 8 sub-problems are defined in this chapter from 1 to 8.
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Sub-problems One Through Four
For sub-problems 1 through 4 the responses for each of the seven
behaviors were tallied and then the percentages represented by the
frequencies were computed.

For each of these 4 sub-problems a frequency

and proportion distribution table was constructed, followed by a brief
discussion of the analysis of the results.

The analysis of the results

for sub-problems 5 through 8 will be explained more in detail later in
this chapter.
Sub-problem 1.

The first sub-problem was to determine the frequency

with which the sampled teachers observed the specified behaviors in
their kindergarten classes, which could be either 11 Never, 11
or 11 Usua lly. 11
Figure 1.

These results are shown in Tab 1e

11

Sometimes, 11

and portrayed in

An overview of the results indicated that behavior No. 5 ( 11 A

child that attempts to touch the private parts of the teacher•s body 11 )
was

11

Never 11 observed in the class by 83.3% of this sample of teachers.

For behavior No. 1 ( 11 A child mani.pulating her or his genitals 11 ) , 86 . 7%
of these teachers answered having observed this behavior 11 Sometimes 11 in
their classes.

This behavior then was agreed upon by most teachers to

be the most frequently observed in the kindergarten class among .the 7
specified behaviors.

The only behavior which registered 1 response

under the 11 Usually 11 category was behavior No. 4 ( 11 A child asking ques tions about how are babies made 11 ) .

This 1 response represented a total

of 3.3% of the total responses for this behavior.

It is also important

to point out that behavior No. 6 ( 11 Two little boys examining each other•s
genitals 11 ) and behavior No. 7 ( 11 Two little girls examining each other•s
genitals .. ) indicated a similar set of responses.
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Table 1
Frequency and Proportion Distributions of Seven Sexual
Behaviors Never, Sometimes, or Usually
Observed by Kindergarten Teachers

Category

Behavior

Frequency

Percentage

l.

A child manipulating
her or his genitals

Never
Sometimes
Usually

4
26
0

13.3
86.7
0.0

2.

A girl and a boy
examining each
other s genita 1s

Never
Sometimes
Usually

22
8
0

73.3
26.7
0.0

Two children kissing
each other s mouths

Never
Sometimes
Usually

13
17
0

43.3
56.7
0.0

4. A child asking
questions about how
are babies made

Never
Sometimes
Usually

15
14
1

50.0
46 . 7
3.3

5.

A child that attempts
to touch the private
parts of the teacher s
body

Never
Sometimes
Usually

25
5
0

83.3
16.7
0.0

Two little boys
examining each
other s genita 1s

Never
Sometimes
Usually

21
0

70.0
30.0
0.0

Two little girls
examining each
other S genitals

Never
Sometimes
Usually

22
8
0

73.3
26.7
0.0

1

3.

1

1

6.

1

7.

1

9

91 -1 00

91_ -100 1

81 --

81 - 90

71 - 80

1L.:_.2Q....

61 - 70
---

§..L.:_lQ

51 - 60
--

51 - ~Q..,

·---

41 - 50

- 50 '
-41---

31 - 40

31 - 40

---

21 - 30

21 - 10

11 - 20

11 -

I

--0 - 10

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

I

I

I

.,

-

I

zo I

'!

2

3

4

A child manipulating heo· or his genitals
A gir l and a boy examining each otheo·'s genitals
T<·JO children kissing each othe r 's mouths
A child asking questions about hm·J ao-e llahies modt
A child that atten~ts to touch the private parts of the
T1·JO little boys exaoninin9 each otheo- ' s ')eni tals
Two l itt l e ')irl s exanoinin9 each o t he r' s genita l s

Fiaowe 1.

5

Compos i te

6

LSJ':SJ - Neveo·
t ~dC h c r's

body

Frequenc ie s of f1hse1·ved Go:hav io•·s

CO - Soo:oeti mes
~ - Usually

...
N
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Sub-problem 2.

The second sub-problem was to determine if the

teachers considered these specified behaviors as "Normal" expressions
of child development, "Non-normal" expressions of child development, or
if they "Didn't know" how to consider them.
in Table 2 and in Figure 2.

These resu lts can be found

A general analysis of the res ults indicated

that the highest frequency of responses under the category of "Normal"
was for behavior No. 4 ("A child asking questions about how are babies
made").

Ninety-three percent of the teachers agreed in considering this

behavior "Normal."

The behavior which most teachers considered "Non-

normal" was behavior No. 5 ("A child that attempts to touch the private
parts of the teacher's body").

Here, 46.7% of the teachers answered

under the category of "Normal." The set of responses for behavior No. 6
("Two little boys examining each other's genitals") and behavior No. 7
("Two little girls examining each other's genitals") were identical.
The responses for the category of "Don't know" ranged between 4 and 8,
except for behavior No. 4 ("A child asking questions about how are babies
made") where only 1 teacher (3.3%) answered she did not know how to
consider this behavior.
Sub-probl em 3. The third sub-problem was to determine if the
sampled teachers considered these spec ified behaviors to be "Sexual,"
Non-sexual," or if they "Didn't know" how to consider them.
can be found in Table 3 and in Figure 3.

The results

An overview of the responses

for this sub-problem indicated that the behavior which was considered
by most teachers as "Sexual" was behavior No. 1 ("A child manipulating
her or hi s genitals") representing 73.3% of the total of the responses
for this behavior .

Both behaviors No. 3 ("Two children kissing each
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Table 2
Frequency and Proportion Di stributions of
Seven Sexual Behaviors Categori zed as
Normal, Non-normal, or Don't Know

Behavior

Category

Frequency

Percentage

1.

A chi l d manipulating
her or hi s genitals

Norma 1
Non-normal
Don' t know

24
2
4

80.0
6.7
13.3

2.

A girl and a boy
examining each
other's gen itals

Norma 1
Non-normal
Don't know

16
7
7

53.3
23.3
23.3

3.

Two chi ldren kissing
each other's mouths

Normal
Non - normal
Don't know

21
2
7

70 .0
6. 7
23 . 3

4.

A child asking questi ons
about how are babies
made

Norma 1
Non-normal
Don't know

28
1
1

93 . 3
3.3
3. 3

5.

A child that attempts
to touch t he private
parts of the teacher's
body

Norma 1
Non-normal
Don't know

8
14
8

26 . 7
46 .7
26.7

G.

Two litt le boys
exami ning each
other's genitals

Norma 1
Non-normal
Don't know

15
9
6

50.0
30.0
20 .0

Two li ttle girls
examining each
other's genitals

Norma 1
Non-normal
Don ' t know

15
9
6

50 .0
30 .0
20 . 0

7.

II

~l,

~

l.L.:.1.Q
0 - 10

l.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

A chil d monipu la t i ng her or h is genitals
A girl and a boy examining each other ' s genitals
Two chi l dren kiss ing each other ' s n~u th s
A child asking questions about hm·r are babies made
A child that at tempt s to t ouch the pri va te parts o r the tedcher' s body
Two l ittle boys exami n ing each o ther' s genita ls
To-10 li t tl e gir l s examining each other's genit a l s

rig111·e 2 .

Ca tegori zat ion of [;ehavio o·s as llll n11a l, Non- rHll'llla l,

[SlSJ - Norma l

c·u -

Non -normal

El - Don't kno•r
n•·

lron't t:noo·r.

N
.....
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Table 3
Frequency and Proportion Distributions of
Seven Behaviors Categorized as
Sexual, Non-sexual or Don't Know

Behavior

Category

Frequency

Percentage

1.

A child manipulating
her or his genitals

Sexua 1
Non-sexual
Don't know

22
4
4

73 . 3
13.3
13.3

2.

A girl and a boy
examining each
other's genita 1s

Sexual
Non-sexual
Don't know

18
4

60.0
13.3
26.7

Two children kissing
each other's mouths

Sexua 1
Non-sexual
Don't know
No answer

12
1

40.0
26.7
30.0
3.3

3.

8

8
9

4.

A child asking questions
about how are babies
made

Sexua 1
Non-sexual
Don't know

20
4
6

66.7
13.3
20.0

5.

A child that attempts
to touch the private
parts of the teacher's
body

Sexual
Non-sexua 1.
Don't know

13

43 . 3
26.7
30.0

Two little boys
examining each other's
genitals

Sexual
Non-sexual
Don't know

17
4

Two little girls
examining each other's
genitals

Sexua 1
Non-sexual
Don't knov1

17
4

6.

7.

8
9

9

9

56 . 7
13.3
30.0
56 . 7
13.3
30 . 0

')] - ](Jf )
--

f: l - 90
7~

71 -

51 - 60

51

I
I

!

(;fj

41

31 - 40

11

11 - 20
0 - 10

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

A child manipul ating her or· his geni tal s
A girl and a boy examining each other's genital s
Tv10 chi l dr·en ki ss in!) each other's mouths
A ch ild asking ques ti ons about ho1·1 are bab ies mild€:
A child that attempts to touch the p.-ivate pao·b ot the
T1·10 little boys examining ea ch otheo·'s geni tal s
Two littl e girls exami ning each other's ge nit al~

Figuo·e 3.

teach e r' ~

Ca tegor-ization of \;ehaviors

a~

hocty

!SISJ
ITJ

- Yes

ltt3

- Don' t Knov1

Sexual, Non - s.:xud 1 , oo· \Jon ' t Kno1·1.

- rio
N
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other 1 s mouths 11 ) and behavior No. 5 ( 11 A child that attempts to touch
the private parts of the teacher

body 11 ) presented the highest frequency,
which was 8 (26.7%) for the 11 Non-sexual 11 category. A question with no
1

S

answer appears for the first time; question No. 3 ( 11 Two children kissing
each other 1 s mouths 11 ) appears unanswered by one of the teachers.
Sub-problem 4. The fourth sub-problem was to determine if the
sampled teachers responded to these specified behaviors by 11 Suppressing 11
them, 11 Ignoring 11 them, or 11 Discussing 11 them with the class .
shown in Table 4 and portrayed in Figure 4.

Results are

An overview of the results

for this problem indicated that behavior No. 5 ( 11 A child that attempts
to touch the private parts of the teacher S body 11 ) had the greatest
1

percentage of teachers (23.3%) who responded that they would 11 Suppress 11
this behavior. Behavior No.
( 11 A child manipulating her or his genitals11)

~'las

the behavior that most teachers (53.3%) indicated they would

ignore. 11 Almost all of the teachers (96.7%) indicated that they would
11
0iscuss 11 behavior No. 4 ( 11 A child asking questions about how are babies
11

made
(

11

Again, for this sub-problem, behavior No. 6
Two little boys examining each other s genitals 11 ) and behavior No. 7
11

)

with their class.

1

( 11 Two little girls examining each other

1

S

genitals 11 ) had identical sets

of responses.
Sub-problems Five Through Eight
For the analysis of the results of sub-problems 5 to 8, contingency
tables were constructed.

Years of experience ranged between 0 and 23

years with the greatest cluster of teachers between 0 and 5 years of
experience of teaching at a kindergarten level.

This first cluster

represented then, the column for the teachers with low experience.

The
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Table 4
Frequency and Proportion Distributions of
Seven Sexual Behaviors Which Were Either
Suppressed, Ignored or Discussed

Behavior

Category

Frequency

Percentage

1.

A child mRnipulating
her or his genitals

Suppress
Ignore
Discuss

1
16
13

3.3
53.3
43.3

2.

A girl and a boy
examining each
other's genitals

Suppress
Ignore
Discuss

2

4
24

6.7
13.3
80.0

Two children kissing
each other's mouths

Suppress
Ignore
Discuss

13
13

A child asking
questions about
how are babies made

Suppress
Ignore
Discuss

0
29

A child that attempts
to touch the private
parts of the teacher's
body

Suppress
Ignore
Discuss

15

23.3
26.7
50.0

6.

Two little boys
examining each
other's genitals

Suppress
Ignore
Discuss

2
5
23

6.7
16 . 7
76.7

7.

Two little girls
examining each
other's genitals

Suppress
Ignore
Discuss

2

5
23

6.7
16.7
76.7

3.

4.

5.

4

1

7
8

13 . 3
43.3
43.3
3. 3
0.0
96.7

%

%

91 - 100

91 - 100

81 - 90

--

81 - 90

71 - 80

71 - 80

61 - 70

--

61 - 70

51 - 60

- -

51 - 60

41 - 50

--

41 - 50

31 - 40

---

31 - 40

21 - 30

21 - 30

11 - 20

11 - 20

0 - 10

0 - 10

--

Composite
l. A chil d mani pulat ing her or his genitals
2. A girl and a boy exami ning each other ' s genital s
3. Two chi l dren kissi ng each other's mouths
4. A ch il d ask in g questions about how are bab i es n~de
5. A chi l d t hat attempts to touch the priva t e rarts of the teacher's body
6. Two little boys examining each other's genitals
7. Two lit tle girls examining each ~ther's genita l s

Figu re 4.

Teacher s'

~esponse

to the Sexua l Behav iors .

rsJSl
c:r:J

..

- Suppress
- Ignore
- Discuss

w
N
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second division for years of experience was between 6 and 23 yea rs.
This division was comprised of 13 teachers and they represented the
column of high experience in teaching at a kindergarten level .
The rows were determined by the categories of each of the 4 sections
of the questionnaire.

For sub-problem 5, the categories of section No.

of the questionnaire were considered; for sub-problem 6, the categories
of section No. 2 of the questionnaire were considered; for sub-problem 7,
categories in section No. 3 of the questionnaire; and, for sub-problem 8,
categories in section No. 4 of the questionnaire were considered.
Since each of the observations was stati stica l ly independent, chi square test of association was used to determine if any relationships
existed as defined in sub-problems 5 through 8.
was set at the .05 level.

The level of s i gnificance

A computed chi-square value must be equal or

greater than 5.99 to be statistical l y significant at the .05 level for
2 degrees of freedom.
Sub-problem 5.

The fifth sub-problem was to determine if years of

experience in teaching at a kindergarten level was related to the frequency with which teachers observe these behaviors.
found in Table 5.

Results can be

Data analysis indicated that for this sub-problem

there were no statistical ly significant relationships between years of
experience in teaching at a kindergarten l evel and frequency with which
the teachers observe any of the seven specified behaviors .
Sub-problem 6.

The sixth sub-problem was to determine i f years of

experi ence in teaching at a kindergarten level was related to whether
teachers consider these specified behaviors as
child development,
whether teachers

11

11

Non-normal

11

11

Normal

expressions of

expressions of child development, or to

Don •t know how to consider them.
11

11

For this sub- prob 1em
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Table 5
Chi-Square Test of Association of Years of Experience
of Kindergarten Teachers with Frequency of
Observation of the Seven Specified Behaviors

Behaviors

Chi-Square

p*

l.

A child manipulating her
or his genitals

.63

. 43

2.

A girl and a boy exam1 n1 nng
each other's genita 1s

.20

.66

3.

Two children kissing each
each other's mouths

1.47

.22

4.

A child asking questions
about how are babies made

.83

.66

5.

A child that attempts to touch
the private parts of the
teacher •s body

. 03

.87

6.

Two little boys examining
each other's genitals

.52

.47

7.

Two lfttle girls examining
each other's genitals

. 15

.70

*Indicates statistical significance at the .05 level.
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Table 6
Chi-Square Test of Association of Years of Experience
of Kindergarten Teachers with the Categorization
of Behaviors as Normal, Non-normal,
or Don t Know
1

Behaviors

Chi-Square

p*

3.02

.22

l.

A child manipulating her
her or his genita l s

2.

A girl and a boy examining
each other S genita l s

.44

.68

Two children kissing each
other S mouths

l. 47

.22

4.

A child asking questions
about how are babies made

2. 80

.24

5.

A child that attempts to touch
the private parts of the
teacher s body

1.49

.47

Two little boys examining
each other S genita l s

. 18

. 91

Two little girl s examining
each other S genitals

. 18

. 91

1

3.

1

1

6.

1

7.

1

*Indicates statisti cal significance at the . 05 level .
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an analysis of the data indicated no statistically significant relationship between years of experience for any of the seven specified
behaviors and teachers 1 answers which for this sub-problem were 11 Normal , 11
11
Non-normal , 11 and 11 DOn 1t know. 11
Sub-problem 7.

The seventh sub-problem was to determine if years

of experience in teaching at a kindergarten level was related to whether
teachers consider these specified behaviors as 11 Sexual , 11 11 No n-sexual , 11
or to whether teachers 11 DOn 1t know 11 how to consider them. Results are
found in Table 7 and in Contingency Table 7A.

Data analysis for this

sub-problem indicated that there was a statistically significant relationship between teachers with low experience in teaching at a kindergarten level and with their considering behavior No. l ( 11 A child
manipulating her or hi s genitals 11 ) as sexua l. Notice was brought upon
behavior No.4 ( 11 A child asking questions about how are babies made 11 )
where there was almost a statistically significant relationship in the
same direction as the previously stated relationship.

For the other

behaviors there were no statistically significant relationships between
years of experience and teachers 1 answers in any of the three specified
categories .
Sub-prob lem 8.

The eighth sub-problem was to determine if years

of experience in teaching at a kindergarten level was related to teachers1 response to these specified behaviors which could be either 11 Suppress11 them, 11 Ignore 11 them, or 11 Discuss 11 them with the class.

Data

analysis indicated that there was no statistical ly s i gnificant relationship between years of experience of kindergarten teachers and the
specified categories for any of the seven indicated behaviors.
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Table 7
Chi-Square Test of Association of Years of Experience
of Kindergarten Teachers with the Ca t egorization
of Behaviors as Sexual, Non-sexual,
or Don't Know

Behaviors

Ch i -Square

p

1.

A chi ld manipulating her
or his genitals

6. 21

.04*

2.

A girl and a boy exam1 n1 ng
each other's genitals

2.0C

.34

3.

Two children kissing each
each other's mouths

.30

.86

4.

A child asking questions
about how are babies made

5.43

. 07'·

5.

A child that attempts to touch
the private parts of the
teacher's body

1. 53

.47

6.

Two little boys examining
each other ' s genita l s

1.07

.59

7.

Two little girls examin ing
each other's genitals

1.07

. 59

* Statistically significant relationships between teachers with low
experience.
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Table ?A
Relationship Found Between Teachers with Low Experienc~
and Their Considering the Stated Behavior as Sexual
Behavior No. 1:

A child manipulating her or his genitals.

High

Low

1.

Yes

14

(82.4%)

2.

No

3

(17.6%)

3.

Don•t know

0

(0.0%)

4

(30 .8%)

17

(56. 7~n ·

13

(43.3%)

Total

8

(61.5%)
(7.7 %)

= .05
Chi Square = 6.21349 with 2 degrees of freedom significance = .0447
a
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Table 8
Chi-Square Test of Association of Years of Experience
of Kindergarten Teachers with Teachers' Types of
Response to These Behaviors Which Could Be
Either Suppress, Ignore, or Discuss

3ehaviors

1.

A child manipulating her
or his genitals

2.

Chi-Square

p*

2.43

.30

A girl and a boy examining
each other's genitals

. 64

.72

3.

Two children kissing each
each other's mouths

.63

. 73

4.

A child asking questions
about how are babies made

1. 35

.24

5.

A child that attempts to touch
the private parts of the
teacher's body

. 21

.90

6.

Two little boys examining
each other ' s genitals

.06

.97

7.

Two little girls examining
each other ' s genita ls

.06

.97

* Indicates statistical significance at the .05 level.
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Summary
For sub-problems 1 to 4, data analyses indicated the following:
1.

None of the seven behaviors were usually observed by the kirider-

garten teachers except for behavior No. 4 ("A child asking questions
about how are babies made") where 1 teacher indicated that she usually
observed this behavior .

The highest frequency for "Sometimes" was for

behavior No . 1 (''A child manipulating her or his genitals") and the
highest frequency for "Never" was for behavior No. 5 ("A child that
attempts to touch the private parts of the teacher's body").
2.

All behaviors except for behavior No. 5 ("A child that attempts

to touch the private parts of the teacher's body") indicated the highest
frequency under the "Normal" category.

Behavior No . 5 indicated the

highest frequency under the "Non-normal" category.
3.

All seven behaviors indicated the highest frequency under the

"Sexual" category.
4.

For all seven behaviors, the highest frequency of type of

response was for the "Discuss" category except for behavior No. 3 ("Two
children kissing each other's mouths") where both the categories of
"Ignore" and "Discuss" indicated a frequency of 13 .
5.

No statistically significant relationships were found as indi-

cated in sub-problems 5 to 8 except for one behavior in sub-problem 7
where a significant relationship was found between teachers with low
experience and their consideration of behavior No. 1 ("A child manipulating her or his genitals") as sexual.

Chapter V
DISCUSSION
Since the purpose of this study was to describe the attitudes found
in the field of children's sexual behaviors, two different aspects of
the investigation are considered for the discussion.

First , the discus-

sion focuses on teacher and principal reactions to the questionnaire,
and second, the focus of the discussions is the data analysis of the
eight sub-problems.

Some relationships were found between these findings

and theories and previous studies indicated in the literature.
Reactions to the Questionnaire
This study originally intended to include all the kindergarten
teachers of three school districts.

However, only kindergarten

teachers from one of the originally contacted school districts cont ributed to the data; the other two denied their cooperation.

Both princi -

pals and teachers from these two school districts were offended by the
questionnaire and repeatedly expressed that these behaviors were not
appropriate in school.

Furthermore, some teachers and principals

expressed doubt as to whether this was a scientific and worthwhile piece
of research.

Two of the principals who did not contribute with the study

called the School of Education at the University of the Pacific bas ically
to emphasize that they were not interested in the study and that t heir
kindergarten teachers had all agreed to return the questionna ires unanswered.
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For these reasons, to find a sample for this study was a hard task;
a great majority of the originally contacted individuals were unwilling
to cooperate with this kind of investigation.

The importance of describ-

ing this process lies in its relation with the literature.

Gagnon (1977)

indicates that research on human sexuality is largely criticized by the
This process just described also coincides with the point made

public.

by Koblinsky that most teachers experience discomfort when confronted
to children s sexual behaviors and that as a consequence of this reaction,
1

teachers prefer to omit sexual education in the schools.

At this point,

it is also interesting to remember that the results of Bucher
that, as a consequence of parents

1

S

study is

insecurity regarding their children s

1

1

sexuality, the parents involved in her study asked for guidance from the
school systems as a source for sex education.
It can then be concluded that, in accordancd with the literature,
most of the subjects contacted (including principals and teachers) held
restrictive attitudes towards children

1

sexual behaviors, and that they

S

preferred to avoid being confronted with this topic of childhood sexuality .
Results of the Data Analysis
Of the seven behaviors stated in the questionnaire, most teachers
indicated that 5 of these were never observed in the kindergarten class.
The two exceptions were behavior No. l ( A child manipulating her or
11

his genitals) and behavior No. 3 ( Two children kissing each other s
11

mouths.

11
)

1

For behavior No . l, 86.7% answered that they sometimes observed

this behavior, and for behavior No. 3, 56.7% answered that they sometimes
observed this behavior.
for this study.

This finding relates to the first assumption

This assumption was founded on information obtained
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from the literature and it read as follows:

"The first assumption is

that all children exhibit behaviors that are expressions of their sexual
development."

It seems likely that, since teachers expressed that these

behaviors were inappropriate in school, c:1ildren learn t o inhibit their
sexual expressions and thus conform to teachers' expectations.
Except for one behavior, most teachers considered the behaviors to
be normal expressions of child sexuality .

The exception to this was

behavior No. 5 ("A child that attempts to touch the private parts of
the teacher's body").

For this behavior 46.7% stated that this was a

non-normal behavior, 26.7% stated that they did not know how to consider
it, and 26.7% stated it was a normal behavior.

It is an interesting

finding that for the same behavior No. 5, 43.3% of the same sample indicated that it was a sexual expression of childhood, and 30% of the sample
indicated that they didn't know whether it was sexua l or non-sexual.
Possibly these results indicate that teachers consider that even though
it is an example of childhood sexuality, it is a non-normal behavior
for a school setting.

Another factor that could have influenced these

two sets of responses is found in Godow's statement that one of the
points of view held by the public is that chi ldren' s sexua l manifestations
are the product of a "corruptible" society.

Therefore, some behavi ors

may be cons idered by teachers as expressions of sexuality, but not necessarily normal, since they could be a consequence of some kind of external
influence.

However, it is necessary to point out that not necessarily

the same teachers that answered that this was a non- normal behavior were
the same ones that answered that it was a sexual express ion of ch ildhood
since the reader must remember that al most 47% answered that it was
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non-normal, leaving 53% which could have contained the 43% that considered this behavior to be sexua l.
The results of the data analysis for sub-problem 3 indicated that _
most teachers agreed with the literature in considering -5 of these behaviors as examples of child sexuality.

The two exceptions in this case

were behaviors No . 3 ( 11 Two chi ldren kissing each other 1 S mouths 11 ) and
behavior No. 5 ( A child that attempts to touch the private parts of the
11

teacher s body 11 ) .

For behavior No. 3, 40% of the sample considered it

1

sexua l, the 60% left were between the
categories .

11

non-sexual 11 and the 11 dOn t know 11
1

For behavior No. 5, 43.3% considered it sexual, while the
11

56 . 7% 1eft were between the

non- sexua 1 and the
11

11

don t know 11 categories .
1

The literature also indicates that there is a major tendency for
adults to repress children

1

S

sexual behaviors.

However, the results

indicated that for behaviors No. 2 ( 11 A gi rl and a boy examining each
other s genital s
1

made

11

11

No. 4 ( A chi ld asking questions about how are babies
11

) ,

No. 6 ( 11 Two little boys examin ing each other

),

1

S

genitals 11 )

,

and

No. 7 ( Two little girls examining each other 1 s genitals 11 ) , most of these
11

sampl ed teachers agreed to discuss these behaviors with the cl ass.

For

the other three behaviors, which were No. 1 ( 11 A child mani pulating her
or his genitals 11 ) , No. 3 ( Two children kissing each other
11

1

S

;nouths 11 ) ,

and No. 5 ( 11 A ch ild that attempts to touch the private parts of the
teacher 1 s body 11 ) , most teachers answered that they would either ignore
or suppress these behaviors.
RendhaW

1

S

For these three behaviors, results support

conc lusions that expressions of chi l dhood sexuality are

inhibited in accordance with cultural mores of socia lization.
For s ub- prob l ems 5 through 8, an analysis of the data indi cated that
there were no statistica ll y significant relationships, except for behavior
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No. 1 ("A chil d manipulating her or his gen itals") in sub- problem 7.
Teachers with low experience in teaching (less than five years of
exper ience ) demonstrated a greater tendency to answer t hat behav i or No.
was considered a sexual behavior.

A fact to consider for thi s point is

that probably most of the teachers with low experience in teaching are
younger than those with high experience in teaching.

To speculate why

younger teachers are more inclined to consider this behavior sexua l is
difficult since of the 7 behaviors, this behavior was the only one
signi fica ntl y related.
To conclude the di scuss ion of the results of t his st udy , some suggestions are pointed out which hopefull y would improve futu re studies
in this area.

The literature and this study indicate t hat i t is diffi-

cult to find subjects who would cooperate with studies of chi ld sexua li ty .
For thi s reason it i s necessary to schedule s uffici ent time to gather
the data.

If possible, the s ubjects chosen to participate shou l d be

personal ly contacted, and the importance of the study should be explained
with some l iterature gathered to back up the researcher

1

S

expl anations

of the study .
Another aspect of this study to consider is that t he sample was too
sma ll and thus the results cannot be ge neralized to kindergarten teachers .

A study with a l arger sample i s recommended and, even though it

seems quite difficult to find a compl etely randomi zed sample since many
individuals don t li ke to involve themselves in this kind of study, as
1

the sampl e s ize increases so does the validity of the resul ts of the
study.
Another area of major i mporta nce i s t he questionna i re i t se lf si nce
a l arge number of teachers informed this writer that these i ndicated
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seven behaviors were not appropriate in school, and since the literature
explains the influence that teachers have on the chil d' s value and
attitude system formation, it is recommended that a questionnaire should
include a section where teache r s are to mark if they consider the sexual
behaviors inappropriate for a school setting, and in case of considering
it inappropriate, how would they deal with the behaviors .
Studies in the area of sexual development are needed .

The litera-

ture states the importance of accepting and guiding the child through
his or her sexual growth.

Sexuality is a fundamental part of individual

identity and a basi s for interpersonal relationships . More research in
this area would provide people in general with more knowledge about human
beings' sexual growth and probably diminish the fear often related
to this aspect inherent to us all.
SUMMARY
The purpose of this study was to find teachers' knowledge and attitude towards kindergarten children's sexual behaviors.

Thirty kinder-

garten teachers within the Lodi, Lincoln, Stockton and Manteca school
districts contributed to the data .

The sample was small since most

of the originally contacted subjects had a negative reaction against
the questionnaire and returned them unanswered.

Si xt y-three question-

naires we re handed out and 30 were returned completed .
The study was based on a descriptive survey method and a specially
designed questionnaire was developed based on information gathered
through the review of the literature.

The questionnaire contained

seven sexual behaviors which were repeated throughout the four sections
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of the questionnaire.

Eight sub-problems were stated.

1 to 4 were developed to find out:

Sub-problems

frequency with which kindergarten

teachers observe these seven behaviors in their class; whether teachers
considered these behaviors normal, non-normal or if they didn't know
how to consider them; whether teachers considered these beRaviors
sexual, non-sexual, or if they didn't know how to cons ider them ; and
whether teachers
th~ · cT~~s.

would · sup~r~~s; · i~nbre ~ - or

discuss these behaviors with

Frequencyand proportion distributions were constructed for

the analysis of the data of sub-problems 1 to 4.

Sub-problems 5 to 8

were developed to find out if years of experience were related to sub problem 1, to sub-problem 2, to sub-problem 3, and to sub-problem 4.
Chi square test of association was used to determine if any relationships
were suggested.
Results indicated that these behaviors are not common ly observed by
the teachers in the kindergarten classes.

Of the seven behaviors, four

were considered normal by most of the teachers, two were considered
normal by half of the teachers, and one was considered non-normal by
almost half of the teachers.

Results also indicated that five of the

seven behaviors were cons idered sexual, whereas for the other two, most
teachers either cons idered them non-sexual or they didn't know how to
consider them.

Most teachers agreed to discuss four of the seven behav-

iors with the class.

For the other three behaviors, most teachers

expressed they would either ignore or suppres s them.

No statistica ll y

significant relationships were found between years of experience and
teachers' responses except for one behavi or where teachers with low
experience tended to consider it sexua l.
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Exhibit A

UNIVERSITY OF THE PACIFIC
Stockton, CA 95211
The School of Education

Dear Teacher,
I am presently writing a thesis and need your help in gathering
some information. I am asking for a few minutes of your time to
answer a simple questionnaire.
It has been stated in the education literature that teacher
attitudes toward their students depends in part on the perception
they have of these children. For this reason your cooperation would
be very important for gathering data about teachers ' awareness and
knowledge regarding certain behaviors children exhibit .
I know that everybody is extremely busy these days, but I'm
sure that filling out the questionnaire will not ta ke you more than
ten minutes.
If you are interested in the results of this study I would
gladly send them to your local school.
Thank you very much for your cooperation.
Sincerely yo urs,

Maritza Garcia
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Remember that your name is not to appear in any part of this questionnaire.
The only personal information that will be asl~ed from you is the following:
How long have you been teaching at a ~indergarten level? ---------------------

I. For each of thP following behaviors tircle either N (Never), S (Sometimes),
or J!. (Usually) de]lending on :~0'.'1 FREr.! 17.NTLY YOU HAVo;: CB::i'8RV!':9 '!'!'!"'SE P.EHAVICRS
A3 A

:·:I~~U;::RG,·~:-~~··~:;

t!

s

u

1.

A child manipulating her or his c;eni tals.

N

s

u

2.

-~

!,;

s

u

3.

Two cnildren kissing each others' mouths,

:{

s

u

4.

A

X

s

u

5.

N

s

u

6.

~we

little boys examinine; each others' genitals.

N

s

u

?.

'"';we

little r;irls examining each others' ge;,itals.

,.,:.:A~;7-rZ?.

!!irl and a boy exa:nining each others' genitals.

child

as~ing

questions about how are babies made.

A child that attem!Jts to touch the !Jrivate parts of
the teacher's body.

II. For each of t!'!e following behaviors circle either .illllil:l!&, NON-NO!'~!AL,
or CJC~.P'r KclO'.'I de]len,iing on HO\V YOU CONSIDER THESE BEHAVIORS AS A KINDERGARTEN TEACHER,
NORMAL

t!ON
:fORMAL

90N 1 T
KNOW

1,

~10R!1AL

NON
N0Rl1AL

DON'T
KNOW

2, A girl._ and a boy examining each others 1
genitals.

rlORMAL

NON
NORMAL

DON'T
KNOW

3,

NORMAL

NON
NORMAL

DON'T
KNOW

4. A child asking questions about how are babies
made,

NORHAL

DON'T
K:.i'O'.V

5. A child that attempts to touch the private
parts of the teacher's body.

NORMAL

NON
NORMAL

DON'T
KNOW

6, Two little boys examining each others'
genitals.

NORMAL

NON
NORMAL

DON'T
KNOW

?.

NORMAL

~rON

A child manipulating her or his genitals.

Two children kissing each others' mouths.

Two little girls
genitals.

exa~ining

each others'
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III. For each of the following behaviors circle either YF.S (if YOU CCNSDER
THEM TO BE EXAMPLES OF CHILD SEXUALITY), NO (if YCU DO OIOTCONSIDER '!'~EM TO
BE EXM!FLES OF CHILD SEXUALITY), or DO:'P TKNOW (if YOU ARE NOT SURE OF HO'I/
YOU CONSIDER THEM).
YES

NO

DON'T
KNO'.V

1.

A child manipulating her or his genitals.

YES

NO

DON'T
KNO'I/

2.

A girl

YES

NO

DON'T
KNOW

3.

Two children kissing each others'

YES

NO

DON'T

4. A child asking questions about how are babies
made.

K~ro··.'!

Y£S

NO

'lES

~0.

and a boy examining each others' genitals.
r:~ouths.

KNO\'/

5. A child that attempts to touch the private parts
of the teacher's body.

DCN''T

6.

Two little boys examining each others'

?.

Two little girls examining each others' genitals.

~O:I'T

~enitals.

!CNO'.V

YES

NO

DON'T
KNO:'I

IV. For each of the following behaviors circle either § (Suppress completely
as a way to make sure it 1vill not occur again), I (Ignore the ·oehavior as a
way of not giving it too much imnortance), or D (Try to discuss these matters
with the children in a matter of- fact way) depending on the alternative W!!ICH
i•!C.>T CLCSF.LY REPRESENTS THE ''/AY YOTJ ',VOULD !)EAL '.'liTH '!'HESE R-:HAlJICRS.
---

s

I

D

l.

A child manipulating her or his genitals.

s

I

D

2.

A girl and a boy examining each others' .genitals.

s

I

D

3. Two children kissing each others' mouths.

:3

I

D

s

I

D

s

I

D

4. A child asking a.uestions about how are babies
made.
5. A child that attempts to touch the private parts
of the teacher's body.
6. Two little boys examining each others' genitals.

s

I

D

7.

Two little girls examining each others' genitals.

